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Community Assessment Project

Community
Report Card
Santa Cruz County,
Year 5Year 5Year 5Year 5

1999199919991999

What is the quality of life like in Santa Cruz County? Do residents feel safe? Are there
enough employment opportunities? Do people feel they have access to good schools
and services? Is our community healthy?

These are just a few of the questions that a consortium of public and private health,
education, human service and civic organizations set out to answer when they began
the Santa Cruz County Community Assessment Project five years ago.
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On the following pages are selected findings that give a snapshot of the quality of life
for people in Santa Cruz County today. We call it a Report Card because it can help
us see our improvement and challenges with regard to specific issues over time.
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Community Assessment Project Products: The Community Assessment Project’s Year 5/1999 Comprehensive
Report – hundreds of pages of data and survey results is available for $25.00 at the United Way Office,
1220 41st Avenue, Capitola, CA 95010. Tel: 831-479-5466 ! Fax: 831-479-5477

Customized reports, tailored to geographic and demographic specifications, are available by contacting:
Applied Survey Research, P.O. Box 1927 - Watsonville, CA 95077
23 East Beach Street, Suite 210 - Watsonville, CA 95076
Tel: 831-728-1356 Fax: 831-728-3374

Also available at no charge are the Community Report Card and a sixteen-page color magazine (Summary
Report) of the Year Five, Community Assessment Project findings.

The report is also available on the World Wide Web at: www.appliedsurveyresearch.org and
http://iccs.monterey.edu. For statewide comparisons, see The Healthy California Progress Report on the World
Wide Web at: www.ncccsf.org.
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 1999 All Rights Reserved
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The Economy
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feel they have
opportunities to work
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Education
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Parents reporting
their child(ren)’s
high school
provides a safe
environment for
learning
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" Indicates Benchmark Indicators throughout this document
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Health
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" Percent of eleventh
graders reporting use
of alcohol in the last
12 months*
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reporting that they
think our community
finds the use of
marijuana very
acceptable

Total Number
200200168172157

0

100

200

'94 '95 '96 '97 '98

" Birth weight – Low
weight births (under
2,499 grams)
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reporting that they
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of dental care
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Prenatal care received
in the first trimester Percentage
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Kindergarten students
needing one or more
immunizations for
admission to school
*In 1997, the State required that
incoming kindergartners
complete the three dose
Hepatitis B vaccine series.
Because this requirement is new,
many children are out of
compliance.
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" Indicates Benchmark Indicators throughout this document
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Public Safety
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Social Environment Issues
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after school and on
weekends

Total Number

5,8665,8495,882 5,667

0

3,500

7,000

'96 '97 '98 '99

" Number of
occupied
Government-financed
or Nonprofit Housing
units

Percentage

40.943.2
37.939.238.7

0

30

60

'95 '96 '97 '98 '99

Respondents
reporting that they
regularly do
volunteer work in the
community

Percentage

3.8

8.9 6.6

3.53.8

0

5

10

'95 '96 '97 '98 '99

Respondents reporting
that they have been
without a home
locally in the last 5
years
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" Indicates Benchmark Indicators throughout this document
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Natural Environment Issues
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on how the County is
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alternative
transportation.
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Respondents
reporting how often
they use parks.
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in environmental
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" Indicates Benchmark Indicators throughout this document


