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New Community Goals Reflect
Residents’ Changing Perspectives

Twelve years ago, the United Way of Santa Cruz County and
local leaders in public and private health, education, human
service and civic organizations met to discuss how citizens
could shape the future of Santa Cruz County.

The result was the Community Assessment Project (CAP),
whose goal is to continually improve the quality of life for Santa
Cruz County residents. The philosophy is that an organized,
collaborative, community-wide approach could positively
affect important aspects of community life so that growth and
change would not be left to chance. Our job as the CAP
Steering Committee has been to attempt to provide the most
relevant insight about the needs of residents in order to point
the community toward specific initiatives that will positively
impact all residents.

In 2006, new Community Goals for the Year 2010 were set.
Local organizations surveyed county residents to find out what
was on their minds in terms of education, economy, health,
natural environment, public safety and social environment.

The result of that survey and the ensuing Community Goals can
be seen in the following pages, as we look to data from years
past as a gauge of where we are—and what needs to be done
to achieve the new goals set for the year 2010.
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Additional copies of this Summary
Report are available FREE from:

United Way of Santa Cruz County
1220 41st Avenue

Capitola, CA 95010

831 479 5466

The Community Assessment Project
Year 12/2006 Comprehensive Report—
hundreds of pages of data and survey
results—is available at the United Way.
The report is also available at:

www.appliedsurveyresearch.org

Customized Reports, tailored to
geographic and demographic
specifications, are available

by calling:

Applied Survey Research

831 728 1356
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Thanks to the involvement of residents in surveys and dis-
cussions, these Community Goals are more true to the
community than ever before. The six champion organiza-
tions—Ecology Action, Cabrillo College, Santa Cruz County
Probation Department, Volunteer Center, Workforce Invest-
ment Board and Health Improvement Partnership—took local
voices to heart in establishing the goals that will lead Santa
Cruz County through the next four years.

But setting those goals is not enough. We must use the infor-
mation at hand to find ways to work to achieve what we set in
motion. It's up to community leaders and local residents to
find ways to make a difference in our county, to see these
goals from idea to reality.

We welcome everyone's help in this ambitious undertaking. To
find out how to get involved, visit www.unitedwaysc.org and
www.santacruzcountycap.org.

-CAP Steering Committee
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